
 

Job Safety and Health
IT’S THE LAW!

All workers have the right to:

�� A safe workplace.

�� Raise a safety or health concern with 
your employer or OSHA, or report a work-
related injury or illness, without being 
retaliated against. 

�� Receive information and training on job 
hazards, including all hazardous substances in 
your workplace. 

�� Request an OSHA inspection of your 
workplace if you believe there are unsafe or 
unhealthy conditions. OSHA will keep your 
name confidential. You have the right to have a 
representative contact OSHA on your behalf.

�� Participate (or have your representative 
participate) in an OSHA inspection and 
speak in private to the inspector.

�� File a complaint with OSHA within 30 days 
(by phone, online or by mail) if you have been 
retaliated against for using your rights. 

�� See any OSHA citations issued to your 
employer.

�� Request copies of your medical records, tests 
that measure hazards in the workplace, and 
the workplace injury and illness log.

Employers must:

�� Provide employees a workplace free from 
recognized hazards. It is illegal to retaliate 
against an employee for using any of their 
rights under the law, including raising a health 
and safety concern with you or with OSHA, or 
reporting a work-related injury or illness.

�� Comply with all applicable OSHA standards. 

�� Report to OSHA all work-related 
fatalities within 8 hours, and all inpatient 
hospitalizations, amputations and losses 
of an eye within 24 hours.

�� Provide required training to all workers in a 
language and vocabulary they can understand. 

�� Prominently display this poster in the workplace.

�� Post OSHA citations at or near the place of 
the alleged violations.

FREE ASSISTANCE to identify and correct 
hazards is available to small and medium-
sized employers, without citation or penalty, 
through OSHA-supported consultation 
programs in every state.

U.S. Department of Labor

Contact OSHA. We can help. 

1-800-321-OSHA (6742)  •  TTY 1-877-889-5627  •  www.osha.gov
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This poster is available free from OSHA.



EMPLOYEE WORKPLACE NOTICE 
PUBLIC SECTOR

Pennsylvania Worker and Community 
Right To Know Act

LIBC-262 REV 03-20

Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities.
Equal Opportunity Employer/Program

The Pennsylvania Worker and Community Right to Know Act requires that information about hazardous 
substances in the workplace and in the environment is available to public sector employees and employees 
of private sector workplaces not covered by the Federal Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA) Hazard Communication Standard and to all persons living or working in the state. Employee rights 
listed below are further defined in the Worker and Community Right to Know Act (P.L. 734, No. 159) and 
Regulations. For additional information, contact the Department of Labor & Industry, Bureau of Workers’ 
Compensation, Health & Safety Division, 1171 S. Cameron Street, Room 324, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
17104-2501; (717) 772-1635; E-mail: RA-LI-BWC-SAFETY@pa.gov.

Employee Workplace Notice:
Public sector employers (including state and local 
government agencies and public schools and public 
universities) and private sector employers not covered 
by the OSHA Hazard Communication Standard must 
post this notice informing employees of their rights 
under the law. This notice must be posted prominently 
in the workplace at a location where employee notices 
are normally posted.

Training:
Public sector employers and private sector employers not 
covered by the OSHA Hazard Communication Standard 
must provide an annual education and training program 
to employees exposed to hazardous substances. The 
training program may be presented either in written 
form or in training sessions.

Hazardous Substance Survey Form:
The Hazardous Substance Survey Form (HSSF) provides 
an inventory of the hazardous substances found in the 
workplace during the prior calendar year. All employers 
must complete a workplace HSSF annually. Public sector 
employers and private sector employers not covered by 
OSHA must post the HSSF prominently in the workplace 
and must provide a copy to any employee upon request.

Work Area List:
The Work Area List names the hazardous substances 
used or produced in a specific work area in the workplace. 
Public sector employers and private sector employers not 
covered by the OSHA Hazard Communication Standard 
must update a Work Area List at least annually, must 
provide a copy to any employee of the work area upon 
request, and must offer a copy to any employee newly 
assigned to that work area.

Material Safety Data Sheet:
The Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) provides detailed 
information about a hazardous substance. In public 
sector workplaces and private sector workplaces not 
covered by the OSHA Hazard Communication Standard, 
an MSDS must be accessible in the work area where the 
hazardous substance it describes is used. MSDSs must be 
readily available to employees without the intervention 
or permission of management or supervisors, and any 
employee may obtain and examine an MSDS for any 
hazardous substance in the workplace. If an employee’s 
request to obtain a copy of an MSDS is made to the 

employer in writing and, after five working days from 
the date the request is made, the employer fails to 
furnish the employee with an MSDS in the employer’s 
possession or fails to provide the employee with proof of 
the employer’s effort to obtain the requested MSDS from 
the manufacturer, importer, supplier or distributor and 
from the Department of Labor & Industry, the requesting 
employee may refuse to work with the substance.

Environmental Hazard Survey Form:
The Environmental Hazard Survey Form (EHSF) provides 
information about any environmental hazards emitted, 
discharged or disposed of from the workplace. All 
employers are required to complete an EHSF when and 
if requested to do so by the Department of Labor & 
Industry. If an EHSF has been completed by a public 
sector employer or a private sector employer not covered 
by the OSHA Hazard Communication Standard, a copy 
must be provided to any employee upon request.

Labeling:
All containers and ports of pipelines of hazardous and 
non-hazardous substances in public sector workplaces 
and private sector workplaces not covered by the OSHA 
Hazard Communication Standard must be properly 
labeled. Employers must ensure that each label, sign, 
placard or other operating instruction is prominently 
affixed and displayed on the container or port of a 
pipeline system so that employees can easily identify 
the contents.

Health and Exposure Records:
Public sector employers and private sector employers not 
covered by the OSHA Hazard Communication Standard 
must maintain and allow employee access to records of 
employee chemical exposure to the extent required by 
OSHA (under 29 CFR 1910.1200) or by the Mine Safety 
Health Administration (under 30 CFR 70.210 and 71.210).

Non-discrimination:
If a public sector employee or an employee of a private 
sector workplace not covered by the OSHA Hazard 
Communication Standard believes that he or she has 
been discharged, disciplined or discriminated against 
by an employer for exercising his or her rights granted 
under the Pennsylvania Worker and Community Right to 
Know Act, that employee has 180 days from the date of 
the alleged violation to file a written complaint with the 
Department of Labor & Industry, Bureau of PENNSAFE.

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR & INDUSTRY
BUREAU OF WORKERS’ COMPENSATION



1-866-487-9243
TTY: 1-877-889-5627

www.dol.gov/whd

WAGE AND HOUR DIVISION
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

WH1462  REV 07/16

PROHIBITIONS Employers are generally prohibited from requiring or requesting 
any employee or job applicant to take a lie detector test, and from 
discharging, disciplining, or discriminating against an employee or 
prospective employee for refusing to take a test or for exercising other 
rights under the Act. 

EXEMPTIONS Federal, State and local governments are not affected by the law. Also, 
the law does not apply to tests given by the Federal Government to 
certain private individuals engaged in national security-related activities.

The Act permits polygraph (a kind of lie detector) tests to be administered 
in the private sector, subject to restrictions, to certain prospective 
employees of security service firms (armored car, alarm, and guard), and 
of pharmaceutical manufacturers, distributors and dispensers.

The Act also permits polygraph testing, subject to restrictions, of certain 
employees of private firms who are reasonably suspected of involvement 
in a workplace incident (theft, embezzlement, etc.) that resulted in 
economic loss to the employer.

The law does not preempt any provision of any State or local law or any 
collective bargaining agreement which is more restrictive with respect to 
lie detector tests.

EXAMINEE 
RIGHTS

Where polygraph tests are permitted, they are subject to numerous strict 
standards concerning the conduct and length of the test. Examinees 
have a number of specific rights, including the right to a written notice 
before testing, the right to refuse or discontinue a test, and the right not 
to have test results disclosed to unauthorized persons.

ENFORCEMENT The Secretary of Labor may bring court actions to restrain violations and 
assess civil penalties against violators. Employees or job applicants may 
also bring their own court actions.

EMPLOYEE RIGHTS 
EMPLOYEE POLYGRAPH PROTECTION ACT
The Employee Polygraph Protection Act 
prohibits most private employers from using 
lie detector tests either for pre-employment 
screening or during the course of employment.

THE LAW REQUIRES EMPLOYERS TO DISPLAY THIS POSTER 
WHERE EMPLOYEES AND JOB APPLICANTS CAN READILY SEE IT. 

http://www.dol.gov/whd/polygraph/


REMEMBER: Whenever you have questions or any problem regarding your UC claim, contact your UC Service 
Center. Do not take outside advice. Outside advice may be incorrect and could adversely affect your eligibility 
to receive UC benefits.

PENNSYLVANIA UNEMPLOYMENT 
COMPENSATION

UC-700 REV 09-17

Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities.
Equal Opportunity Employer/Program

Under the provisions of the Pennsylvania Unemployment Compensation (UC) Law, I am registered with the 
Pennsylvania Department of Labor & Industry as:

EMPLOYER NAME

ADDRESS

PA UC ACCOUNT NUMBER

The UC Law can provide you with an income during periods when you are either partially or totally unemployed 
through no fault of your own.

If you become UNEMPLOYED or your HOURS ARE REDUCED due to LACK OF WORK, the company, department, 
agency, commission, or bureau where you worked may provide you with a completed Form UC-1609, How to 
Apply for Unemployment Compensation (UC) Benefits.

IMPORTANT

Your UC application will be dated effective the week in which you actually file the application for benefits. You 
should file a new claim or reopen an existing claim during the first week in which you are unemployed or that your 
hours are reduced. You may risk losing some benefit eligibility if you file after the first week you are unemployed.

NOTE: To file an application for UC benefits, you will need to provide your:

	 •  Social Security Number

	 •  Alien registration number (if not a U.S. citizen)

	 •  Complete mailing and home address

	 •  Name, address, and account number of employer(s) from Form UC-1609

	 •  Dates of employment and reasons for leaving

	 •  Most recent pay stub (optional but helpful)

	 •  Personal Identification Number (PIN) (if you have one from a prior claim)

You may file your new application, reopen an existing claim or get information about the UC Program online at 
www.uc.pa.gov, or by calling the UC Service Center at 888-313-7284. TTY: (Hearing Impaired) at 888-334-4046.

When claiming UC benefits, you must report gross wages that you earned during any week for which you are 
claiming UC benefits. Computer crossmatching is used to detect the illegal receipt of UC payments resulting from 
unreported work and earnings, as well as unreported pensions.

A person who knowingly makes a false statement or knowingly withholds information to obtain UC benefits commits 
a criminal offense under section 801 of the UC Law, 43 P.S. §871, and may be subject to a fine, imprisonment, 
restitution and loss of future benefits.

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR & INDUSTRY
OFFICE OF UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION BENEFITS POLICY

Scan with your
mobile phone
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✩✩ The U.S. Department of Labor, Veterans Employment and Training 
Service (VETS) is authorized to investigate and resolve complaints 
of USERRA violations.

✩✩ For assistance in filing a complaint, or for any other information on 
USERRA, contact VETS at 1-866-4-USA-DOL or visit its website at 
http://www.dol.gov/vets.  An interactive online USERRA Advisor can 
be viewed at http://www.dol.gov/elaws/userra.htm.

✩✩ If you file a complaint with VETS and VETS is unable to resolve it, 
you may request that your case be referred to the Department 
of Justice or the Office of Special Counsel, as applicable, for 
representation.

✩✩ You may also bypass the VETS process and bring a civil action 
against an employer for violations of USERRA.

YOUR RIGHTS UNDER USERRA 
THE UNIFORMED SERVICES EMPLOYMENT  

AND REEMPLOYMENT RIGHTS ACT
USERRA protects the job rights of individuals who voluntarily or involuntarily leave employment positions to undertake 

military service or certain types of service in the National Disaster Medical System.  USERRA also prohibits employers from 
discriminating against past and present members of the uniformed services, and applicants to the uniformed services.

REEMPLOYMENT RIGHTS
You have the right to be reemployed in your civilian job if you leave that 
job to perform service in the uniformed service and:

✩✩ you ensure that your employer receives advance written or verbal 
notice of your service;

✩✩ you have five years or less of cumulative service in the uniformed 
services while with that particular employer;

✩✩ you return to work or apply for reemployment in a timely manner 
after conclusion of service; and

✩✩ you have not been separated from service with a disqualifying 
discharge or under other than honorable conditions.

If you are eligible to be reemployed, you must be restored to the job 
and benefits you would have attained if you had not been absent due to 
military service or, in some cases, a comparable job.

RIGHT TO BE FREE FROM DISCRIMINATION AND RETALIATION
If you:

✩✩ are a past or present member of the uniformed service; 
✩✩ have applied for membership in the uniformed service; or
✩✩ are obligated to serve in the uniformed service;

then an employer may not deny you:

✩✩ initial employment;
✩✩ reemployment;
✩✩ retention in employment;
✩✩ promotion; or
✩✩ any benefit of employment

because of this status.

In addition, an employer may not retaliate against anyone assisting in 
the enforcement of USERRA rights, including testifying or making a 
statement in connection with a proceeding under USERRA, even if that 
person has no service connection. 

HEALTH INSURANCE PROTECTION
✩✩ If you leave your job to perform military service, you have the right 

to elect to continue your existing employer-based health plan 
coverage for you and your dependents for up to 24 months while in 
the military.

✩✩ Even if you don’t elect to continue coverage during your military 
service, you have the right to be reinstated in your employer’s 
health plan when you are reemployed, generally without any waiting 
periods or exclusions (e.g., pre-existing condition exclusions) except 
for service-connected illnesses or injuries.

ENFORCEMENT

The rights listed here may vary depending on the circumstances.  The text of this notice was prepared by VETS, and may be viewed on the internet at this 
address: http://www.dol.gov/vets/programs/userra/poster.htm.  Federal law requires employers to notify employees of their rights under USERRA, and employers 
may meet this requirement by displaying the text of this notice where they customarily place notices for employees.

U.S. Department of Labor
1-866-487-2365

U.S. Department of Justice Office of Special Counsel 1-800-336-4590
Publication Date — April 2017

H H

http://www.dol.gov/vets
http://www.dol.gov/elaws/userra.htm
http://www.dol.gov/vets/programs/userra/poster.htm


LIBC-500 REV 04-18

REMEMBER: IT IS IMPORTANT 
TO TELL YOUR EMPLOYER  

ABOUT YOUR INJURY

Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities.
Equal Opportunity Employer/Program

Any individual filing misleading or incomplete information knowingly and with the intent to defraud is in violation of Section 1102 of the Pennsylvania Workers’ Compensation Act,  
77 P.S. §1039.2, and may also be subject to criminal and civil penalties under 18 Pa. C.S.A. §4117 (relating to insurance fraud).

*500*

	Employer Information	 Claims Information Services	 Hearing Impaired	 Email
	 Services	 toll-free inside PA: 800.482.2383	 PA Relay 7-1-1	 ra-li-bwc-helpline@pa.gov
	 717.772.3702	 local & outside PA: 717.772.4447	

The name, address and telephone number of your employer’s workers’ compensation insurance company, third-party administrator 
(TPA), or person handling workers’ compensation claims for your company, are shown below.

Employer Name:	 Date Posted:

IF INSURED:	 IF SOMEONE OTHER THAN INSURER IS 
(Complete all applicable spaces)	 HANDLING CLAIMS:
	 (Complete all applicable spaces)

Name of Insurance Company:	 Name of TPA (Claims administrator):

Address:	 Address:

Telephone Number:	 Telephone Number:

Insurer Code:

IF SELF-INSURED	 IF SOMEONE OTHER THAN SELF-INSURER IS  
(Complete all applicable spaces)	 HANDLING CLAIMS:
	 (Complete all applicable spaces)

Name of person handling claims at	 Name of TPA (Claims administrator):

the self-insured:

Address:	 Address:

Telephone Number:	 Telephone Number:

Insurer Code:

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR & INDUSTRY
BUREAU OF WORKERS’ COMPENSATION



LLC-5 REV 01-13

MUST BE POSTED IN A CONSPICUOUS PLACE WHERE ANY PERSON UNDER AGE 18 IS EMPLOYED

This summary is for general information, and is not to be considered in the same light as official statements contained in 
the Act or its regulations.

Minors under 16 must have a written statement by the minor’s parent or guardian acknowledging the duties 
and hours of employment and granting permission to work.

ABSTRACT OF THE CHILD LABOR 
ACT HOURS PROVISIONS

HOURS OF EMPLOYMENT

During School Term: Maximum three hours on school 
days, eight hours on any other day, and 18 hours per 
school week (Monday—Friday), and only at a time that 
does not interfere with school attendance. Plus eight 
additional hours on Saturdays and Sundays.

Exception: Students 14 and older, whose employment 
is part of a recognized school work program, may be 
employed for hours, when combined with school hours, 
not exceeding eight in a day.

During School Vacations: Maximum eight hours/day, 
40 hours/week.	

WORK TIME

Employment prohibited after 7 p.m. and before 7 a.m. 

Exceptions: During school vacations, minors may be 
employed until 9 p.m. Minors at least age 11 may be 
employed in newspaper delivery from 5 a.m. to 8 p.m., 
except during school vacation, then until 9 p.m. Members 
of volunteer fire companies may participate in training 
and firefighting activities until 10 p.m. with written 
parental consent.	

HOURS OF EMPLOYMENT—AGES 14 & 15*

HOURS OF EMPLOYMENT

During School Term: Maximum eight hours a day and 
28 hours per school week (Monday—Friday). Plus eight 
additional hours on Saturdays and Sundays.

During School Vacations: Maximum 48 hours/week; 
10 hours/day; a minor may refuse any request to work 
greater than 44 hours/week.

WORK TIME

Employment prohibited before 6 a.m. and after 12 a.m.

Exceptions: During school vacations, minors may 
be employed until 1 a.m. Members of volunteer fire 
companies may continue serving in answer to a fire call 
until excused by chief.

HOURS OF EMPLOYMENT—AGES 16 & 17* **

*  Minors employed as sports attendants are not subject to the Act’s hours and work time restrictions. 

**EXCEPT: A) Minors who have graduated from high school or who are exempt from compulsory attendance under the 
Public School Code are not subject to the Act’s hours of employment or work time restrictions.

B) Special rules apply to young adults, 16 and 17 years of age, employed during a school vacation as a 
counselor by a summer resident camp operated by a religious or scout organization.

MAXIMUM EMPLOYMENT: NOT MORE THAN six CONSECUTIVE DAYS (except newspaper delivery).

30 MINUTE MEAL PERIOD REQUIRED ON OR BEFORE five CONSECUTIVE HOURS OF WORK.

For further information on the Child Labor Act, please consult the Department of Labor & Industry’s 
website at www.dli.state.pa.us and click on “Labor Law Compliance.”

Address inquiries and complaints to one of the offices of the Bureau of Labor Law Compliance:

Altoona District Office
1130 12th Ave.

Suite 200
Altoona, PA 16601

814-940-6224 or 877-792-8198

Harrisburg District Office
1301 Labor & Industry Building

651 Boas St.
Harrisburg, PA 17121

717-787-4671 or 800-932-0665

Philadelphia District Office
110 North 8th St.

Suite 203
Philadelphia, PA 19107

215-560-1858 or 877-817-9497

Pittsburgh District Office
301 5th Ave.
Suite 330

Pittsburgh, PA 15222
412-565-5300 or 877-504-8354

Scranton District Office
201 B State Office Building

100 Lackawanna Ave.
Scranton, PA 18503

570-963-4577 or 877-214-3962

Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities.
Equal Opportunity Employer/Program

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR & INDUSTRY
BUREAU OF LABOR LAW COMPLIANCE



Child Labor Act Hours Rules for Performances By Minors

This summary is for general information, and is not to be considered in the same light as official statements contained 
in the Act or its regulations.

LLC-5 REV 01-13

Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities.
Equal Opportunity Employer/Program

Age
Max. hours (24-hour period) at place 

of employment (does not include hours 
at minors’ residences

Max. work hours (24-hour period) 
(including work time at 

minors’ residences)

Infants < 6 mos. 2 Not Applicable

6 mos.—1 year 4 2

2—5 years 6 3

6—8 8 4

9—15 9 5

16—17 10 6

•   Live performances—maximum number: three/day or 10/calendar week (Sunday—Saturday).
•   Meal periods of half hour—one hour are not counted toward maximum hours/non-work time at 

place of employment. 
•   Non-work time at place of employment includes education, rest and recreation.
•   Work days for minors may not begin before 5 a.m., and must end by 10 p.m. on evenings preceding 

school days or by 12:30 a.m. on evenings preceding nonschool days.
•   12 hours must elapse between time of dismissal and time of call on the following day.
•   Age 14—17 may work during school hours with permission from school authorities for up to two 

consecutive days, but may not work in excess of eight hours in 24-hour period.
•   Performances rules do not apply to minors who have graduated from high school or who are exempt from 

compulsory attendance under the Public School Code. 

For further information on the Child Labor Act, please consult the Department of Labor & Industry’s 
website at www.dli.state.pa.us and click on “Labor Law Compliance.”

Address inquiries and complaints to one of the offices of the Bureau of Labor Law Compliance:

Altoona District Office
1130 12th Ave.

Suite 200
Altoona, PA 16601

814-940-6224 or 877-792-8198

Harrisburg District Office
1301 Labor & Industry Building

651 Boas St.
Harrisburg, PA 17121

717-787-4671 or 800-932-0665

Philadelphia District Office
110 North 8th St.

Suite 203
Philadelphia, PA 19107

215-560-1858 or 877-817-9497

Pittsburgh District Office
301 5th Ave.
Suite 330

Pittsburgh, PA 15222
412-565-5300 or 877-504-8354

Scranton District Office
201 B State Office Building

100 Lackawanna Ave.
Scranton, PA 18503

570-963-4577 or 877-214-3962

Email the Bureau of Labor Law Compliance at: RA-LI-SLMR-LLC@pa.gov

CHILD LABOR ACT HOURS RULES 
FOR PERFORMANCES BY MINORSDEPARTMENT OF LABOR & INDUSTRY

BUREAU OF LABOR LAW COMPLIANCE



Department of Labor & Industry	 Bureau of Labor Law Compliance
 Abstract of the Equal Pay Law
 

Must be Posted in a Conspicuous Place in Every Pennsylvania Business 
Governed by the Equal Pay Law

LLC-8  REV 2-07

Discrimination on Basis of Sex 
Prohibited:

Prohibits discrimination by any employer 
in any place of employment between 
employees on the basis of sex, by paying 
wages to any employee at a rate less than 
the rate paid to employees of the opposite 
sex for work under equal conditions on 
jobs which require equal skills. Provides 
that variation in payment of wages is not 
prohibited when based on a seniority, 
training or merit increase system that does 
not discriminate on the basis of sex.

Administration:

Empowers the Secretary of Labor & 
Industry to administer the provisions of the 
act, and to issue rules and regulations to make 
effective the provisions of the act.

Collection of Unpaid Wages in Case of 
Discrimination:

Provides for the collection of unpaid 
wages due under the act and in addition, 
an equal amount of liquidated damages 
and reasonable attorney's fee and costs. 
Authorizes the Secretary of Labor & 
Industry and upon an employee's request, 
to take assignment of such a wage claim for 

collection. Limits the period for such action 
to two years from the date upon which the 
violation occurs.

Records Required:

Requires employer to keep and maintain 
records of wages, wage rates, job 
classifications and other terms and 
conditions of employment of the persons 
employed, as the Secretary of Labor & 
Industry shall prescribe. Requires that 
employers post an abstract of the law.

Penalties:

Provides for a fine of not less than $50 nor 
more than $200, or imprisonment of not less 
than 30 days nor more than 60 days, for: 
(1) employer who wilfully and knowingly 
violates provisions of the act, or discharges 
or otherwise discriminates against an 
employee who makes a complaint, institutes, 
or testifies at, proceedings under the act; 
and (2) employer who fails to keep required 
records, falsifies such records, hinders, 
delays, or otherwise interferes with the 
Secretary or his authorized representative 
in the performance of his duties in the 
enforcement of the act. Each day a violation 
continues shall constitute a separate offense.

More Information is Available Online
Additional information about the Equal Pay Law is available online at: www.state.pa.us, PA Key-
word: labor & industry.  Click on “Labor Law Compliance” under Quick Links.

Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. Equal Opportunity Employer/Program



Employee Rights
 Under the National Labor Relations Act

The National Labor Relations Act (NLRA) guarantees the right of employees to organize and bargain collectively with their 
employers, and to engage in other protected concerted activity or to refrain from engaging in any of the above activity. Employees 
covered by the NLRA* are protected from certain types of employer and union misconduct. This Notice gives you general information 
about your rights, and about the obligations of employers and unions under the NLRA. Contact the National Labor Relations Board 
(NLRB), the Federal agency that investigates and resolves complaints under the NLRA, using the contact information supplied 
below, if you have any questions about specific rights that may apply in your particular workplace.

Under the NLRA, you have the right to:
• �Organize a union to negotiate with your employer concerning your wages, hours, and other terms and conditions  

of employment. 
• Form, join or assist a union. 
• �Bargain collectively through representatives of employees’ own choosing for a contract with your employer setting your wages, 

benefits, hours, and other working conditions. 
• �Discuss your wages and benefits and other terms and conditions of employment or union organizing with your co-workers  

or a union.
• �Take action with one or more co-workers to improve your working conditions by, among other means, raising work-related 

complaints directly with your employer or with a government agency, and seeking help from a union. 
• Strike and picket, depending on the purpose or means of the strike or the picketing. 
• Choose not to do any of these activities, including joining or remaining a member of a union. 

Illegal conduct will not be permitted. If you believe your rights or the rights of others have been violated, you should contact the 
NLRB promptly to protect your rights, generally within six months of the unlawful activity. You may inquire about possible violations 
without your employer or anyone else being informed of the inquiry. Charges may be filed by any person and need not be filed by 
the employee directly affected by the violation. The NLRB may order an employer to rehire a worker fired in violation of the law and 
to pay lost wages and benefits, and may order an employer or union to cease violating the law. Employees should seek assistance 
from the nearest regional NLRB office, which can be found on the Agency’s Web site: http://www.nlrb.gov. 

You can also contact the NLRB by calling toll-free: 1-866-667-NLRB (6572) or (TTY) 1-866-315-NLRB (1-866-315-6572)  
for hearing impaired.

If you do not speak or understand English well, you may obtain a translation of this notice from the NLRB’s Web site or by calling  
the toll-free numbers listed above.

Under the NLRA, it is illegal for your employer to:
• �Prohibit you from talking about or soliciting for a union 

during non-work time, such as before or after work or 
during break times; or from distributing union literature 
during non-work time, in non-work areas, such as parking 
lots or break rooms. 

• �Question you about your union support or activities in a 
manner that discourages you from engaging in that activity. 

• �Fire, demote, or transfer you, or reduce your hours or 
change your shift, or otherwise take adverse action against 
you, or threaten to take any of these actions, because 
you join or support a union, or because you engage 
in concerted activity for mutual aid and protection, or 
because you choose not to engage in any such activity. 

• �Threaten to close your workplace if workers choose a 
union to represent them. 

• �Promise or grant promotions, pay raises, or other benefits 
to discourage or encourage union support. 

• �Prohibit you from wearing union hats, buttons, t-shirts, and 
pins in the workplace except under special circumstances.

• �Spy on or videotape peaceful union activities and 
gatherings or pretend to do so. 

Under the NLRA, it is illegal for a union or for the 
union that represents you in bargaining with your 
employer to:

• �Threaten or coerce you in order to gain your support  
for the union. 

• ��Refuse to process a grievance because you have  
criticized union officials or because you are not a  
member of the union. 

• �Use or maintain discriminatory standards or procedures  
in making job referrals from a hiring hall. 

• �Cause or attempt to cause an employer to discriminate 
against you because of your union-related activity. 

• ��Take adverse action against you because you have not 
joined or do not support the union. 

If you and your co-workers select a union to act as your 
collective bargaining representative, your employer  
and the union are required to bargain in good faith in  
a genuine effort to reach a written, binding agreement 
setting your terms and conditions of employment. The 
union is required to fairly represent you in bargaining  
and enforcing the agreement.

*�The National Labor Relations Act covers most private-sector employers. Excluded from coverage under the NLRA are public-sector employees, agricultural 
and domestic workers, independent contractors, workers employed by a parent or spouse, employees of air and rail carriers covered by the Railway Labor 
Act, and supervisors (although supervisors that have been discriminated against for refusing to violate the NLRA may be covered).

This is an official Government Notice and must not be defaced by anyone.
September 2011
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